
 
 

His Life 
Robert George Kelly was born on 22nd January 1822 in Dublin.   His father was Commander Richard 

Nugent Kelly of the Royal Navy (born 1791 Dublin - died 1861 in Kent).  His mother was Eliza Stringer 

(born 1797  Enniscorthy, Wexford - death unknown) 

Robert is believed to have been educated in a private school in Stranraer before studying art at the Royal 

Dublin School and the Royal Hibernian Academy. 

On 12th April 1853 he married Mary Walker (born 1833 Stranraer - 1921) in Stranraer. The couple had 11 

children - 4 sons and 7 daughters.  

They moved to Manchester in 1853 before moving to Birkenhead in 1858 where they lived for most of the 

rest of their married lives. 

In the 1871 census Robert, age 49, was an artist (portrait and  landscape) and he also gave tuition. 

In 1891 census his son Robert J. Kelly is also listed as a landscape painter. 

He often visited Galloway, particularly in the early part of his career, and he also painted many of the landed 

families in the area. 

Robert George Kelly died on 10th May 1910 in Chester. 

  

His Work 

The links below lead to websites which contain biographical details and paintings by this artist.  When you 

have viewed the contents, remember to use your browser’s "back" button to return to this page. 

In the Artists Footsteps                 artnet                artUK               Invaluable 

Here is a brief biography from LibraryIreland         

 

 
Robert Kelly painted this scene “A View over Gatehouse of Fleet” in 1852. 

Source : Stewartry Museum 

 
Self-portrait 

 

https://www.kirkcudbrightgalleries.org.uk/artists-footsteps/artist/robert-george-kelly/
http://www.artnet.com/artists/robert-george-kelly/
https://artuk.org/discover/artists/kelly-robert-george-18221910
https://www.invaluable.com/artist/kelly-robert-george-0am6eq9ase/sold-at-auction-prices/
https://www.libraryireland.com/irishartists/robert-george-kelly.php

