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FORWARD AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The year 2001, falling as it does between the centenary of the death of Thomas Faed ant
that of his brother John, provides an opportunity to reflect on a remarkable family of
artists born in Gatehouse of Fleet in the early nineteenth century. Of théldierclof the
millwright James Faed and Mary McGeoch, five had their work exhibited at the Royal
Academy (RA) and the Royal Scottish Academy (RSA). Drawing on largely unpublished
material, most of it local, this essay seeks to throw some new light onidqianticular,

and his sister Susan in their later years in Gatehouse.

The story of this artistic family has been comprehensively documented in the late Mary
Mc Ker r o wd sThé Raedgpubtished jn 1982 and in her contribution to
Kirkcudbnght 100y@r s o f an ,aublishedih 2000. Howelveo, fitte has been
written so far about their life in Gatehouse in the last decades of theefifury and the

first decade of the #0century. It is hoped that this brief account of the Faeds mayt resul
in the uncovering of further materi al ir
death in October 2002.

| am patrticularly indebted to Dr David Devereux of The Stewartry Museum, Dumfries and
Galloway Museums Service not only for his advice atiexadrafts but also for

undertaking the publication of this work. | would also like to thank the Stewartry Area
Committee of Dumfries and Galloway Council, The Friends of The Mill on the Fleet and
The Murray Usher Foundation who have generously fundegtiblication.

| would also like to acknowledge the help given by the library staff in Dumfries, Castle
Douglas and Stranraer; Jim Allan, librarian for the National Trust for Scotland at the
Hornel Library, Broughton House, Kirkcudbright; Marion Stewarthe Archives Centre,
Dumfries; the staff of the Scottish Record Office and Joanna Soden at the Royal Scottish
Academy. | am grateful to the late J.K. Welsh, who gave me the Glover family law books
when he was cl eari ng o ut.|wouildalsolikeworthar® Me r k ¢
and Mrs Wolfe for their encouragement and advice; Mrs Fergusson, Rev. and Mrs Erskin
and Mr Jack Veitch who kindly allowed me to study relevant papers; and Mr Stuart Faed
who kindly read the text before publication. My tkaralso go to my wife, Alison,

without whose encouragement and assistance this work would not have seen the light of
day.



1. JOHN FAED- THE HOMECOMING

Family Background

In 1819 James Faed married Mary McGeaghose family farmed at Girthon Kirk and
settled at Barlay Mill on the outskirts of Gatehouse of Fleet. Between that year and 1829
they had six children: John, James, William, Thomas, Susan Bell and George. When Joh
the eldest son of James Faed lefti@aMill in 1840 to develop his artistic career in

Edi nburgh, it might have marked the beg
the Burgh. I n 1843 Johnds father died a
Edinburgh to attend art class&gfore long, the whole family was in Edinburgh. In the
1851 census we find Susan keeping house for her brothers Thomas, described as an
historical painter, and William, miller and grain dealer, at Fettes Row. John, described as
portrait painter, and hiwife, Jane were living in Duncan Street, and their mother, Mary
was in Comely Bank with her sons James and George, both recorded as engravers.
Thomas, and | ater John, would move to Lc
Gatehouse in the last 30 yearhif life and his contribution to the Burgh, which has done
most to cement the Faed family association with this small town in Galloway.

i
r

Ardmore Cottage

We know that Mary, the artistsd mother ¢
house nearly gposite the present day Episcopal Church. When she died on 15 November
1866, John, who had only recently sett]l e
his own in Gatehouse. He seems to have been determined to build himself a holiday
cottage theras quickly as possible. On 29 July 1867 the local landowner, H. G. Murray
Stewart, granted him a feu to a piece of ground, 80ft in front and 150ft backwards, being .
part of the Gatehouse farm, immediately adjoining the feu of the late Thomas Campbell.
Thefeu duty was a modest £1 per annuBuilding work must have commenced soon

after as the Valuation Roll for 18@Brefers to a cottage and garden belonging to John
Faed, 38 St Johns Wood Park, London as f

The site, chosen hjohn, on the rising ground above Gatehouse afforded views up the
valley of the Fleet beyond his childhood home at Barlay Mill and also over the town to the
hills and Fleet estuary beyond. The former view is captured on canvas in the popular
Trysting Placethe latter in his many views of the town, most notablyhesv over
Gatehousegifted to the inhabitants of the Burgh. John named the house he built Ardmore
Cottage, and lived here until his death in 1902. His sister Susan stayed on in the house
until she died in 1909.

Writing in 1909 to prospective purchasers of the property, the family lawyer, R. S.

Gl over wrote Al should think it would teé
in order, including cost of bath etc, as the whole place requiep er i ng a'nd p
We can, perhaps, assume that in 1909 the house remained much as it had done in
Johndéds time, comprising, according to GlI



ADining room, drawing room, three be:i
room), servantsd bedroom, studio, (1
pantry, scullery, box room, small cloak room, large attic over studio, WC.

Outside, stable (two stalled) coachule, coal house, laundry, garden

ground in front of house... There is gas in the house, which has a sewage

system of its own. There is no bath, but there is sufficient water pressure to

allow of one being put in. The house faces the south west and gets the

morning sun except in winter, when the rising ground behind shelters it ill

the forenoon. The woodwork of the windows etc requires painting but

otherwise the house is in good repair. The title is quite good and clear of

burdéns. o

The Neighbours

Ardmore was not the first house to be bt
constructed in 1820 to take the main road away from the Cally policies. In 1844 Thomas
Campbell, a grocer in Gatehouse had feued a plot there and built a héegéidal

Cottage. In 1850, James McKean, a Gatehouse man, who had been a successful builder
Manchester, feued a plot next to that of his sister, Mrs Campbell and erected a substantie
villa called Braeside. Like John Faed, Campbell and McKean were meifthe Free

Kirk. Thomas Campbell was the first treasurer and James McKean, who for many years
was the Provost of Gatehouse, was also an elder of the Church for 15 years until his dea
in 1879.

While Ardmore remained in the Faed family until 1909,nJahd later Susan would see a
number of changes in the owners and tenants of the neighbouring houses. Hill Cottage h:
been let from 1855 until it was sold in 1880. Braeside had changed hands in 1880 and
again in 1886. Mrs Harriet Copland owned it from 888 1893. By coincidence, it was
Mrs Coplandbdbs great wuncle, Viscount Kent
encouragement to the young John Faed when he gave the boy his own painting materials
on a visit to Gatehouse. John records:

i No a mo u nage coufd cdnweyntlgesatisfaction and delight | had in

carrying that box home. | had never even seen a cake of water colour in my

life before, but to be the possessor of such a number of colours was wealth

indeed. 0

John obviously maintained his contetith Mrs Copland and her family because he
records that on his autumn holiday visits to Barlay Mill from Edinburgh, he painted
Asever al of tVHlislisténoludestMys Cepkarad pflCelliston, her sister,
Louisa, and Loui saMatlandhu,lfoamady,year® ¢he Minisfeaofn
the parish of Kells.

In 1893 Braeside was purchased by John Moodie, manager of the Halifax Bank in
Yorkshire, who was to become a friend of John, and, as Provost of the town, took the
initiative to completée he pr oj ect which was to be the
to the town.



Hill Cottage was purchased by a Miss Margaret McCutcheon in 1880. Her great nephew,
Alexander McCutcheon, born there in 1906 would marry Francis Rattray of Roseville
House whose forbear, William Campbell had not only introduced John to his house with
its many family portraits, including two by Sir Henry Raeburn, but had also introduced
him to the painting of miniatures on ivory. John recorded:

Al t woul do$aghow inucl | iovee thiatfamity, for besides the

artistic improvement | derived from their good pictures, | was deriving

various mental qualities, which were of value to me in the outer world, |

was so so¥dn to enter. o

2. THE ARTIST INGATEHOUSE

Painting in Gatehouse

John records that:
AiAfter building our house at Gatehous
six months of the year at Ardmore. This was done successively for 8 or 10
years, but, finding that the class of subjects | was émgraged with
required country models, and Gatehouse could supply them of all ages, in
perfection, | finally resolved to leave London whi ch | YMidi d i n | ¢

At the 1841 census, shortly after John left for Edinburgh, the population of Gatehouse ha
reached a total of 1832 inhabitants. The new town, developed by James Murray of
Broughton, employed substantial numbers in cotton spinning and weaving but by 1881 th
townds industry was in decline. The popl
censusecords John Faed, aged 61, described as historical painter, living at Ardmore with
his wife, Jane, aged 60. There was also a housemaid, Agnes Martin, and a Gdiehouse
cook, Mar gar et McGowan. By 1901, the yee
fallen again, to 1013.

On his return to Gatehouse, John continued to paint actively, increasingly drawing his
subjects from the countryside about him, views from Ardmore being the subject of many
works. Perhaps, too, he was able to paint more for pleasrédtearn a living. He
continued to exhibit both at the Royal Academy and Royal Scottish Academy, although it
was occasionally a hazardous business consigning pictures from Gatehouse. In 1891 he
wrote to the Secretary of the RSA:
il t hank vy ordakingéhe tyoubte wfcsdndirfg telegram to
assure me of the safe arrival of my pictures, about which of course | was
very anxious.
No doubt the fAstriked had somet hi ng
5 days instead of 12 hours on their journey.
Wishingour exhi bi t¥on all successo
John was opposed to the RSA including prices in its catalogues and preferred enquirers t
refer in person to the artist. This may in part have been because dealers would not tell hil
to whom they had sold his works and heg did not know of their
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Pencil Sketch of Susan Bell Faed
by John Faed (date unknown)

The Stewartry Museum, Kirkcudbright
courtesy of Mr. L.W. Rutherford

Pencil Sketch of John Faed
by Susan Bell Faed (c. 1860)
Gatehouse Town Council Collection,
The Stewartry Museum, Kirkcudbright
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whereabouts. In 1883 he wrote to George Hay, the Secretary of the RSA with regard to h
small landscap®n a Summer Afternoon

é.. Al have no great wish to part wif
careful study of nature and truth than as a lamussabject and judging of

the estimate formed of it by the Hanging Committee, it could not have

been very high as they hung it any how.

The enquirer can be informed®Xthat I

1883 was also the year that Johnexkidt The Poet 6s Dream at t
shown in London in 1882 with a mixed reception. He replied to the Secretary of the RSA,
in connection with a request for pictures for an exhibition to be held in Germany:
Al n reply t o yourchexhibitianubegto sapthaelshouldtlikeeo Mu r
send my picture of the Poetds Dream. I t
s e n*dhe work is perhaps best described in the lines written on the back of the canvas
by the artist himself:

i T h ethfyl poet in rapt fancy sees

Those airy forms that seem to shape a story,

To others, they are clouds stirred by the breeze,

But shrouded in a¥weird and fitful gl

Kirkcudbrightshire Fine Art Association

In 1885 when Gatehouse Town Hdhe project with which he was so closely connected,
had been successfully opened, John turned his attention to the promotion of the
Kirkcudbrightshire Fine Art Association of which he was persuaded to become the
President. The Committee included artmish as E.A. Hornel, Thomas Blacklock, W.S.
Mac Geor ge, F.R. Coles and other members
School 8. In their letters to Hornel, pre
of the young artists record the suppamtd encouragement they received from John Faed.

He provided a number of pictures for the
other members of the family, including his sister, Susan, to exhibit. However in her case
there was a hurdle to overcome The Associ ation consisted
amateur artists® F.R. Coles wrote to Hornel:

Al saw Faed yesterday and -homrayneans t
perhaps three others. He asked if he should be allowed to send any of Miss

F a e dafiht;hgspl suggested she should become an Hon. Member first;

but perhaps some arrangement could be com@ to.

All went well. In a letter to Hornel, who had returned to Kirkcudbright at the age of 21 in
1885, Faed wrote that he had had a telegram Fismister saying that she had sent two
pictures from London, so he would not need the two Susan Faeds which John had given
himaswel ™ However, the catalogue for the As:

11



in Kirkcudbright in December 1886 shows tltta¢ hanging committee, of James Guthrie
and George Henry, had recognised her tal
exhibited. The exhibition also contained Oh Why Left | My Hame by his brother Thomas,
work by his brother James, pictures by his ne@phieFrancis Faed, as well as his own
contributions, described by the Kirkcudtk
the exHibitiono

The young Galloway artists also receivec
new painting stylas the following letter from MacGeorge to Hornel shows:
A had a | etter from Faed | ast night

critiques. He says that the people who will believe such notices are not the
people to whom you have to appeéke simply avises that no notice be

taken publicly or otherwise of the criticism as it would make the critics of

so much more importancéhe advises you and others to go manfully to

work and dispute the position which the critics place you in, and show
themthatyoc an, and do intiend to paint nat

In the summer of 1887 the Association held its first open exhibition in the Town Hall in
Castle Douglas. This time the exhibitior
and Thomas®6 wor k $GpingitonCburch uhden Rjffictitiegthe prapérty

of John), but there were also pictures by James, James junior and William Cotton Faed fc
sale. John also lent a paintidg, Cot t ar 6 s Gar byeEm,Horlddl.r k cudb

John liked to spend time in the surmnat Carrick near Gatehouse. It was perhaps at this
time that he wrote the following undated letter to Hornel from Carrick Cottage, where he
had been painting views of the Fleet Bay:

ivery sorry to have missed you and vy«

and | had gone down to this cottage by the sea, just two days before. It is

the bonniest place in its way in all Scotland and very enjoyable in this fine

weat her . o
The | etter, which mentions MacGeor ge, M
concludes:

filf any accident brought you near you must come and see this lovely shore.

I look upon it as a reflection on the character of any local artist than he is

unacquainted withhti s bonny bit*™of Borgue shor e
It would be nice to think that it was John who inspired Hornel and so many other artists tc
draw their inspiration from the light at Carrick.

The Association held its second open exhibition in Dumfries, in the summer of 1888.
Again there were contributierfrom John, Thomas and James as well as William
Cotton Faed and James junior. This exhilt
The Last of the ClarAt the final exhibition, which was held in Dalbeattie in 1889, we

find that among the patrons wereaddl Copland of Colliston and Sheriff Jameson of

Ardwall. Among the Faed pictures on display Wéasw of the Fleetproperty of H.D.
Glover,Jhn6s s¥'l icitor

12



Missing Paintings
On 2 November 1896, R. S. Glover, (who had taken over the law firm and bank agency ir

Gatehouse on his fatherodés death in July
of Police, Liverpool regarding three pictures, which John had sent to aritiexhib

Lancaster a year earlier. During the ext
Al dwi chdéd, stating that he was an auctior

with works of art for publito &Addtwiacmobder
pictures (valued in the catalogue at £200) on his behalf but despite repeated requests for
information about the sale of the pictures, had not received any reply. Unfortunately, he
was unable to take matters further owing to ithltie>

Gl overds intervention elicited a speedy
suspected theft of the pictures. By 26 November 1896, when Glover sent a telegram to th
Chief Constable in Liverpool, the action had obviously moved to iBgham and the

all eged perpetratordéds name was given as

il nstruct Birmingham Police to insti:Ht
and arregt Aldrich. o

Glover then set off immediately for Birmingham despatching another cable to the Chief
Consable:
AiSend al l |l etters etc. relating to F:
Hotel, Bi®¥mingham. o

At the Liverpool City Quarter Sessions, Robert Davey Aldrich was found guilty of the
theft of pictures and s en toma6landarytl®Tif i ve
Glover was pleased to get the news from Liverpool though it was not possible to retrieve
the Faed pictures due to differences between the English and Scottish legal systems. As
explained to the Chief Constable:

i Our cr hantiesrefuseddowgtant the warrant you required on the

ground that the crime was committed in England, as, in the circumstances

we advised our cli®™nt to |let the cas:¢
Presumably the pictures had been sold by Aldrich and could not now vemeddrom
the purchasers.

3. COMMUNITY PROJECTS
The Town Clock

The Gatehouse Town Council Minute Books record, on 30 January 1867, that Provost
McTaggart:
Afsuggested that some steps should be
have a Town Clock. Messidc Kean [ Johnés neighbour
Cairns [agent for the Union Bank] are appointed to look out for a site for
the clock and the probable cost of a clock. Mr McTaggart is appointed to
endeavour to raise a ®UWbscription to
It wasnot long before John became involved in the project. On 26 December 1868 it

13



was minuted that:
Afsome | ittle difficulty has arisen a:
erection of the tower, and in order to free the committee from the
imputation of pleasing themselves to the prejudice of the public, that the
following gentlemen be appointéd the subcommittee to select a site for
the tower viz. H.G. Murray Stewart Esq., John Faed Hsdjlkington

Esqg®; o
H.G. Murray Stewart was the Lairdof Calynd hol der of the t owr
Pil kington was the Clock Tower s archite

At a meeting of the Magistrates and Town Council and Committee for the Erection of a
Town Clock, which took place on 4 Fgdnr ue
and Mr Faed strongly recommending the Head of the town. Mr Murray Stewart stated tha
he approved of the decision come to by Messrs Faed and Pilkington and that the meetinc
determine to ask the authority of the Road Trustees to erect the towerpdaciné¢o be
pointed out by r Murray Stewart. o0

The Town Hall

In September 1881 John became involved in the project for which he is best rememberec
the building of Gatehouse Town Hall. At a meeting of the subscribers to the Town Hall
Fund, Dr James idhol Cox, who had been elected Provost on the death of James McKear
presided and laid before the meeting a list of subscriptions amounting to £309.14s.3d. Th
meeting elected the following committee to carry out the scheme:

John Faed, RSA of Ardmore, Chaian

Provost Cox, Secretary

H.D. Glover, Treasuret™

A year later the sum subscribed had risen to £483However, problems arose over the
site of the new hall with some favouring a site at the top of the town by the Murray Arms,
owned by Mr Murrg Stewart and others favouring a site in the middle of the town which
was not the Lairdbés. At a meeting of the
presiding, Provost Cox proposed resigning, as the committee was not likely to agree on ti
site. It wa reported that:

AMr Faed expressed his surprise and

Provost Cox and thought the only thing they could do was for the whole

committee to resign and leave it entirely to the Provost to carry out any

idea he might have in reghto the scheme, seeing he had had all the work

in connection with lifting subscriptions etc. for which he deserved very

great credit. The meeting agreed to this unanimously and then

adj ou¥™ned. o

While Provost Cox got on with purchasing a site, olibgimn architect and hiring
contractors, John began his large picture of the town. In January 1885 he wrote to Georg
Hay, Secretary of the RSA:

A herewith send for our exhibition two

14



to the Academy. For the last 9 niba | have been engaged on a picture for
a Town Hall 12 by 18ft and my time has been mainly occupied by it alone.
| hope our exhibition will prove a good onedawishing it a great
succ¥ss. 0
One of the portraits, which John had sent for exhibition, thaisof his friend Dr James
Nichol Cox.

The new Town Hall was formally opened on 11 August 1885 by Thomas Faed. James
Faed was also present and Johndés wife atr
Johnds View over Gat théopaningedrew dttengion o the archedr e

recess at the back of the Hall, #Ain whioc
John Faed has so generously made a gi ft
Afampl e wall s pac e lodalsceneb @ pograits of logali ct ur «

celebrities. One of the first to be placed in it will, we believe, be that of Dr

Nichol Cox, the energetic Provost of the Burgh and the indefatigable

promoter of the Town Hall enterprise. Mr J Faed has done him the honou

totransfehi s geni al f&®atures to canvas. o0
A minute of 1897 records that the Town Halttpire was insured for £100% Such was
the influence of the painting that, wher
at the top of the townebdrained, because of its insanitary state, the press reported that
neither the |l ocal authority nor the publ
one of the principal ornaments of the lovely landscape, which has been so finely
delineated by owownsman,the el ebr at ed J¥®¥hn Faed RSA. 0

The Town Hall Bazaar
John Moodie, Johnds neighbour at Braesic
come to Gatehouse about 1860 as the Bank
the start of a banking career, which had taken him as far as India, befling in Halifax
where he retired at the age of 55. In November 1894 John Moodie was elected to the
Town Council and in November 1896 he became Provost. An outstanding matter was the
continuing debt on the Town Hall which stood at £768 15s 3d madefi§D6fborrowed
on bond and £168 15s 3d due to Dr Cox as Treasurer of the Provisional Committee. The
Council Minutes recall that because of the continuing deficit:

Aithe committee cannot recommend the f

is evident, howeveithat were the bond wiped off (the interest on which

amounts to £24 per annum) the property might with advantage be taken

over by the commissioners and becomeasurof revenue to tl

XXXIV

Now, with the help of his neighbour, John Moodie, JBaerd was to become involved in

a final act of benefit to the people of
eventually decided to hold a bazaar to raise sufficient funds to clear off the debt. The
detailed organisation was left in the haodishe town clerk, R. S. Glover, who writes,
AWedbdre all welll ialna rmieqag ¢ g Bdthwlamkes nBjaz aar

15



junior and Susan Faembntributed pictures for the bazaar which was to be held on 18 and
19 August 1899. However, the star attrac
painting which was to be raffled. The bazaar was opened by Sheriff Jameson and the
winner of the piture was local builder Tom McGaw, junior. The bazaar was a great
success, raising £881. 0s. 5d. and the Town Hall was soon transferred to the Burgh. One
the Council s first acts was to fix the
pence per head for parties®™viewing the pe

In April 1900 R. S. Glover wrote to the Norwich Union Fire Insurance Company to insure
some items of his own furniture and a picture by John entitled Bedouin Buyer and
Armour. Was thisanappopr i ate gi ft for all Gl over 0c¢
outcome to the transfer of the Town Hall?

4. FAMILY AFFAIRS

A Wedding and a Death

Johnds sister, Susan had spent much of
looking after their mother. &, on 12 February 1887 The Dumfries and Galloway

Standard contained an announcement of the marriage which had taken place on 2
February at St Marks, Hamilton Terrace, St Johns Wood, between Alderman John
Walthew JP of Wood Hall, Stockport and Susan Belly daughter of the late James

Faed. Sadly the marriage was sHored for John Walthew died on 2 April 1889.

Johnds brother, William was the only one
not follow an artistic career. He had left for Austratial851, and had established himself
as a sheep farmer. William died in Australia on 29 December 1888 shortly after his return
from a visit home. George Sproat, on 1 January, just after John had received a wire
informing him of hbiesd bhriomt haesr 6bse idnega tiihp, r edte
put a®ionitld i amés executorsd view that he
main beneficiary, and the length of time taken to settle the estate (which turned out to be
less valuable than anticipa)eas well as prior claims on the estate by Thomas, contributed
to tension within the family. I n additic
the executors; John Faed, Dr James Nichol Cox and H. D. Glover. The following
statement which was mady Dr Cox and sent to Susan Walthew at Ardmore in January
1896 went to the heart of the problem:

ifAt the time of making his final sett

worth between £20,000 and £25,000 sterling and had he known that his

estate woulahot realise more than half that sum he would undoubtedly

have bequeathed the™yhole to Mrs Wal!t
Informing Thomas, in March 1891, that the trustees had at last received £1,000 from
Australia, Glover recal |l edrustebsaveretounder \
suppl ement Susan Walthewds annuity #@Ain t
received a sufficient al*¥Glosenwraetd r om her
Thomas:

16



iAssumi ng f{thewdetMsr st Wa A200 provided

settlement (which by the way is a miserable pittance considering his means)

what sum do you consider the trustees of your late brother should give your

sister annually to suppl emwastobéder an

generous to her and the 'rustees wis|
In April of that year the trustees sent Susan Walthew a draft for£200

In April 1892 H. D. Glover wrote to her at 19 Great King Street, Edinburgh, in the following
terms:

AThe trustees of your | ate brother i

of £200 but your brother, Mr Thomas Faed, has reminded them that their

duty is to pay debts before legacies. They have therefore resolved to make

no more payments to the Beneficiariestil the estate is realised. The

trustees would feel very sorry if this would put you to any inconvenience,

but Mr Tom says he will make you any
The result was that the trustees had first to pay Thomas back £4,000 whliemWad
owed him and for which Thomas had an IOU plus £788. 6s.3d. interest. James was obvious
unhappy too at this turn of events. In July 1893, in reply to a letter from James, H. D. Glove
wrote to him thus:

AMr Tomds cl ai m h afandaautdhe trusteels cogld neto | e i

help themselves. The 10U was a perfectly legal document, upon which the

creditor was entitled to interest. Certainly it has been a good investment for

your b¥iother. o

Jamesdé children, i n utbrs forrpaymente ®ne30 $eptamber 18049
Glover had written to Dr Cox:
AMr Stewart Faed has asked his wuncl e
| presume you will not object to this. It seems his father will not pay his class
fees. | will write out a minte to keep matters straight/

Matters came to a head in the autumn of 1895 when the trustees proposed to pay
Susan an annuity of A300 per annum. Jame
Milligan; the trustees sent a memorial to Sheriff Jamésphis opinion and John
stepped in, in an attempt to settle matters. H. D. Glover wrote to Susan:
AYour br ot Hresteesare @anxidus ts hawe ohe trust closed. They
met yesterday when Mr John proposed
wouldace pt A2, 200 in full of all her <cl &
If you agree to this arrangement, and the residual legatees concur, then the
trust may be closed on the trustees getting discharge. Would you agree to
this proposaP &V

esdowaamiehuctant to agree and only acf
ithe probable injury whi c hrusteésdaken intb e
R. S. Glover was able to write to John with the gosd new

itOn 29 February 1896
t the tr t was now closed and that
r

Jam
and
Cou
t ha us C
shares of the estate™and discharged the
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5. LAST YEARS

Declining Health

John did not always keep the best of health in his latter years. In the series of letters to E.
Hornel largely concerned with the Kirkcudbrightshire Fine Art Association, John also
alludes to various health problems including back pain. He writes inmioe1886 that

he hopes to be over to Kirkcudbright fa:

present | cannot ove an inch with painc
A fortnight later he writes:
Ai...the only comfortable posibeegnon | }
applying his remedies for a week, but

.1 will delay writing to the secretary until tomorrow in case a miracle may
be performed by the ointments which 1
xlix
Hewas unabletoprsi de at the opening of the Assc
December.

However, he obviously got over the back trouble as he writes in June 1887 that he will driv
over to Kirkcudbright to see Hornel.

6. . .1 hope you havethet Jabed etehe Wea thi
work here yesterday. The whole affair went off successfully. | came home
at 6.30 having been out from 10 in t|

In December 1890 we learn that the new town councillors were sworn in, in theqare$e
John Faed, one of the JPs of the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright. Like the Campbells, th
McKeans and Dr Cox, John Faed was a Free Kirker. The Session minutes of 29 Septem|
1885 record the voting lists for three new elders being opened, it was fatndrtdohn
Faed, Mr John Fergusson and Mr Al ex MclLe
However, only McLellan and Fergusson accepted. In 1888 James Nichol Cox became :
elder."

During those later years in Gatehouse John provided illustraiiores number of works
including the frontiThpi Roeef 606D&BEmMagei B
Gal l owav@i ch Sproat had dedi cat Ehd Batds of h i
Galloway, published in 1888 and 1889 respectiVély a series of letters to Thomas Fraser,
John pressed the Dalbeattie publisher for information on the technical details of th
illustrations required fofhe Bards of Gallowaysproat, too, wrote to Fraser informing him

t hat John was |ereowas moga beter ppoeess offirépfodudtidn than

l'ithography of his illustrations. o0 He co
new and very expensi Vidnaprocess of phot og
letter to Hornel, Harper enclosed a proof of JoheaBad s i | | u Bitkendrecamoln t

indicated that John was #fAthinkinfinthe doi
event, this subject was chosen by HorneTlas Brownie of Blednoaf1889).
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Photograph of Dr. Cox and family in Gatehodsevn Hall,
before John Faedbs fAView over
The Stewartry Museum, Kirkcudbrigh original photography by James McA dam.
courtesy of MrsS. Prentice
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Self Portrait in oil by John Faed (date unknown),
Gatehouse Tow@ouncil Collection, The Stewartry Museum. Kirkcudbright
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